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Dr. Jef Hammond is the Head of the World Reference Laboratory for Foot-and-Mouth 
Disease (FMD) at the Institute for Animal Health, Pirbright Laboratory in the UK. His 
primary responsibility is for the delivery of diagnostic functions and consultative advice to 
national and international disease control agencies. He serves on both the UK FMD 
Expert Advisory Group and National Joint Disease Emergency Response Committee. Dr. 
Hammond is a virologist with expertise in vaccine and diagnostic development for a 
broad range of viral diseases of livestock including Avian Influenza and FMD. 
Previously, Dr Hammond led the Terrestrial Animal Exotic Disease diagnostics team at 
the Australian Animal Health Laboratory and is a co-founder of the global FMD 
research alliance (GFRA) formed in 2003. Dr. Hammond has an Honours Degree in 
Immunology, a Doctorate in Virology and Molecular Biology through the University of 
London, has published more than 40 scientific papers and book chapters and has two 
international patents. 

 

 


